THE    CHICK    BREAKS    OUT    OF    ITS    SHELL
This revolution can only be countered by a picture of our own
of an alternative order. It cannot be driven off the field by
proclamations or by fourteen or any other number of points.
The only thing that convinces and decides is reality. The germ
of an actual new order must come into existence to-day, now,
during the war. And this alone can decide the war.
The new order must be achieved at the point where it is possible.
A nucleus must come into existence, in order to attach new
elements of order to itself in the course of events. It has to be
realized that this great upheaval of all conceptions of right and
all ideas of humanity has left men in a state of deep scepticism.
General phrases and fine ideas have lost their virtue. Everyone
who has preserved his common sense feels that the thing that
we now have to do is to fight chaos step by step, but not to draw
up some vast and solemn programme, not to sketch out five or
twelve or twenty-five-year plans. The return to paper democracy
and paper collective security will satisfy no one among those who
still listen to the cock-and-bull story that nothing stands in the
way of conferring the blessing of peace on this continent but the
obstinacy of Great Britain.
To steer between chaos and tyranny is still the task of policy.
It is the eternal human task of striving after order. In fighting
chaos we fall into tyranny, and when we flee from tyranny we
find ourselves face to face with chaos. Where is the middle way?
One thing is certain, that each age must find a new one, and
that there is no infallible rule for avoiding both temptations.
It is freedom and democracy that are fighting their way to-day
out of the eggshell of the doctrinaire. All of us have egg-skins
and shells of our doctrinaire past still hanging from our shoulder-
blades. We saw this fight between practical and doctrinaire
policy fought out twenty years ago. To-day, as then, any two
people can come to terms, except a couple of doctrinaires or a
doctrinaire and a practical politician. In the future as in the
past, the crassest and most incredible mistakes will be made on
doctrinaire grounds. Between the labour that seeks to solve
practical problems and to grasp practicable solutions, and the
efforts that will serve only this or the other particular solution,